CONDENSED VERSION OF PARENT RIGHTS

NOTICE – The parents have the right to be informed in writing anytime the school plans or refuses to refer, identify, evaluate, or change the placement of their child.

PERMISSION – The parent must give permission before a child is tested and before a child is placed in a special education program for the first time.

EVALUATION – The parent has the right to a full evaluation of the child’s individual educational needs.

IEP – The parent has the right to be a member of the ARC, which must plan and review an IEP for the child should he/she be determined to be exceptional and in need of special education and related services.

EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR PROGRAM – An ESY program must be developed for the exceptional child who does not regain, within a reasonable length of time, the skills lost over a break in instruction (e.g. summer vacation)

LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT – The parent has the right to have the child educated with children who are not disabled to the maximum extent possible.

RECORDS – The parent has the right to see any education records kept on the child and the right to know what the school will do to make sure the child’s records are kept private.  

HEARINGS – If at any point along the way, the parent does not agree with the way school is dealing with the child concerning his/her identification, evaluation, placement, or program, the parent has the right to request mediation or an impartial due process hearing.

